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Topic: The Gospel of John 2:2 - 3: 21 The signs as mracl es

Per haps, by the tine you are ready to study this session, the chart of
the Gospel of John will be available to you on the web site at
trinity@riunc.org. As | amin Portland, Maine and e-mailing fromthe
public library, my options for sending things to our web master are
[imted. The chart may be wi thout |ines. However, you |l have enough
information to follow the rationale for our study of John's Gospel

Today’ s study is the third study this series. It is in the chart’s
section titled “Illum nating the Work of God,” and in a sub-section
titled “Signs that the word is nmade flesh.” Today' s lesson is titled
“The signs as miracles.”

l. Read t he assigned reading at one tine.

Mracles! Wat to do about mracles? A head trip analysis understands
them as supernatural events, sonething that proves Jesus’ glory and

aut hority. However, supernatural events stand in opposition to the

wor | dvi ew The Guarantor (God) gives us today: the scientific worldview
So, what to do? What is the gut trip anal ysis?

The gut trip question is when have you experienced the irrational ? Wen
was the last time something happened you could not explain? Fromthe
horrific point of view, why do pets get run over, or children die?
There is no rational answer. This is just “The Way Life Is (TW.I). In
The nore delightful side, how does water get turned into wine? There is
no answer. These things are unexpl ai nabl e. They are irrational, and

t hey are not supernatural

This is not to say these things are w thout neaning. John, the gospe
witer, reports these irrational occurrences to prove a point that is
sunmari zed in John 3: 16 - 18.

It is helpful to remenber that this Gospel is witten to prove THE
LOGOS that John so el oquently states in the opening verses: “In the
begi nning was the LOGOS. . . “ This Greek word nmeans “The Good News.” A
“@Qut Trip Analysis” of the Good News is “You can live the life you have
and decide to live it abundantly.”

The offense of this “gospel” or Good News is the condemnation that we
may not really be living our lives abundantly. This is what gets Jesus
inalot of trouble.

I found the verses in 3: 5-7 to be helpful in ny review of this study.
“l1 tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is
born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit.” Consider the follow ng fromyour |eve

of experience: The “kingdomof God” is the place of Perfect At-One-
Ment; The “Spirit” represents our decision (freedom) to practice our
Free WIIl to choose; “Water” represents our decision to die to this
world in baptism



Now, in light of this discussion, study the assigned reading and ask
yourself what is the purpose our witer John is out to prove?

In the first episode in which Jesus changes the water into w ne, John

reveals his purpose in 2:11. Don't let the word “glory” throw you into
“head trip analysis.” “dory” is the experience of living in harnony

or in tune with our intended purpose.

In the second episode in which “Jesus clears the tenple,” John reveals
his purpose for this event in 2: 18, and 2:22. Don’t let the word
“bel i eve” becone a “Head trip analysis.” Believe nmeans to bet your
life.

In the third epi sode where “Jesus teaches Ni codenmus” about being born
again, ask the question, to what do | die and to what am | born agai n?

Be careful in 3: 15 of the words “eternal life.” This is not a “head
trip analysis,” but a “gut trip analysis.” “Eternal life is the life
that is lives with the Perfect At-One-Ment.” No one nust die before
they can have “eternal life.” This relationship to The Guarantor is

avai |l abl e now

Next week, we’ll shift to four additional studies on “testinonies,
denonstrations and affirmations” that further help us in “Illum nating
the Work of God.”
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